West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Scenario 1 Evaluation Comments
January 8 to January 20

Hercules Meeting — January 8, 2009
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Explanations for Adding & Removing Schools to Scenario I & 11
¢ Since Coronado has a High API I would be concerned about closure unless the
concept making it successful remains intact somewhere else.
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data posted on the website to make an informed recommendation.
e [ihink that js difficult to decide based on the nresented data. I feel vou could

centralize administrative services district wide.
e Not sure about Adams/Portola due to the seismic issues.
Concerned about Sp. Ed programs especially at E]l Sobrante.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
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Hercules Meeting — January 8, 2009

6-12 campuses such as Hercules Mlddle/I-Ilgh school. Take in consideration the
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e Closing school, boarding them up & fencing the land, contribute to property value

reduction_there by reducing mongy fgr schools. Sguatters. criminals. drugs &
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School Closure Committee
Hercules Meeting — January 8, 2009

Don’t close high-performing schools & don’t close Kennedy; violent issues
involved w/ Richmond.

Coronado should not feed into Nystrom. Nystrom should feed into Coronado.
Collins is located down town, walking distance to the library & other study trips.
There ate children there 4™ generation pinole.
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taxes are being wasted.

Explanations on K-8
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Hercules Meeting — January 8, 2009
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Scenario I Evaluation Comments
January 8 to January 20

Pinole Meeting — January 12, 2009
Appointed Members

Explanations for Adding & Removing Schools to Scenario I & 11
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Pinole Meeting - January 12, 2009
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¢ Valley View has large 13.5 acres yard that can accommodate K-8
e Large tighter communities, newer facilities, central to areas.

Other Comments on School Closures

¢ [ do not feel any schools really should be closed as all these areas should have
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¢ How one can ask Washington D.C. for help, because if they can pay for war they
can pay for help for the US kids education.
¢ I am intrigued with the idea of approaching Chevron for help for the schools.
If the board is going to close schools, let them make the decision based on the
best data they can find. It is extremely hard to make dispassionate
recommendations while at the same time teaching at one of the potentially
affected schools.
1 apnregiate vour attemnt at an onen process. K

e Itis apparent from this meet that the community needs much more information to
make informed decisions.
e Having ouigjde consultants staod around and walk and get naid for it is not reallv
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School Closure Committee
Pinole Meeting — January 12, 2009

enrolled.
Close Crespi.
Better sinorgy.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Pinole Meeting — January 12, 2009

¢ Don’t combine gang territories!
e Leave Collins open.
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Move other programs — adult ed. or continuation studies to one of the nearby high
schools.
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¢ Don’t close Collins or Shannon. As Hercules is expected to grow those schools
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e T’ve alwavs felt the district shoujd make all elementarv schools K-8 do awav with

niddle school svstem.




West Contra Costa Unified School District
Schoo] Closure Committee
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e Kindergarteners should not mix with 8" graders on the Crespi campus. Make
Sheldon a K-8 to encourage the enrollment to go un! Make Portola a K-8 to

absorb Castro.
¢ Collins has to many good things happening there. Not only school, but in little
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s Close De Anza — do not put the money into it.

that can be eliminated first.

Don’t close Shannon! STOP MOVING USH

Don’t close Shannon school because then you will move us again.

Close Crespi. Yes, Pinole Middle and Helms.

I am not familiar with the situations.

It is only a poor school because there is no support. It is ignored and shouldn’t be.

Those children need their school two. You wnt more to go there then make it

better. That is the districts job to begin with.

¢ Those students could really benefit from remaining in the smaller, nurturing
environment. These are very poor student who WIH not be able to pay for
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Pinole Meeting — January 12, 2009
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School Closure Committee
Pinole Meeting — Jaruary 12, 2009
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School Closure Committee
Pinole Meeting — January 12, 2009
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— Miss Patty’s. that is an excedlent after school program.
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community,
¢ Do not close any schools. (Especially Pinole Valley High)
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Take your time with your decision, as it affects many people. Cut your costs at the
ton eetrid of the reductians, Sell vagantlots. Scrtinize all orograms for money

loss. Most of all thin k of all the children who will be displaced.
¢ Get the benefits under control first. Sell excess property. Close low attendance
schools like Castro, El Sobrante, Crespi,






West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009

I don’t consider any K-8 schools. Culturally it is not wise to combine this wide
age gap.

Valley View has the space/capacity and community interest in creating a K-8
campus on Valley Views site.

I think considering high performing elementary schools to increase to the K-8
instead of placing middle school students at at high school campus.

Near t0 the commumty and very big.
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scores and public community help.

None — the district description of K-8 does not provide sufficient educational
opportunities for students. No electives, multi disciplinary teachers, and not
enough high level courses would be available. Also, middle school is a transition
to high school and the K-8 experience isn’t transitional. K-8’s are more difficult
and expensive to run and we do not have enough willing and experienced
principals.

Other Comments on School Closures

Do not short change children due to their socioeconomic conditions. Do not base
decisions for closures 51mp1y on test scores or property value;
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009

o If schools are closed students need to be placed into their new schools considering
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Reast nronnsal inglides na closureg & instead oressing statg/fed to eet rid of debt

that they sold off to private banks. Bailout US!
o Offer incentive to almost retired teachers to cut wage costs. Lease properties -->
no income. Consolidate staff buildings to low capacity schools.

s Cut frlvolous excessive spendmgl Cut back on heating, AC, teacher training,
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009

e Olinda is the best & high performance school in the district. Do not close it!
o Sellinga bio school (acre-width speaking) makes lot of $ for district.

. !:l{me, — gef us some monev to keep tais school gpen, ,

No school closures.

Don’t close any schools.

There are no beneficiaries for these deaths!!!

No! I don’t want any schools to close.

Go Eagles! Best scenario don’t close any schools.

. Take Olimj'a and Vallev View out — make Crespni/De Anza 7-12

¢ No school closure.
e Al A
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009
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School Closure committee
Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009

o (Jose Cresni. Expand/reficure newlv remodeled vet under utilized K-6.

Hihgland school due to number of students without school at this time (over 600)
No school close.

Do not close schools.

Crespi is horrible as a 7/8... no one will want to send his/her child, a young K or
1* grader to that campus.
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WCCUSD. Mark Woo scenario.

o None

s Let the community decide for each school.

s We need to leave all schools open. Let’s get the money from Sac. If we close
schools we will end up building more jails! We will continue to create generations
of poverty in low income areas.

¢ Olinda. Valley View

s Parent of Highland student.

o Idon’t believe elementary students should be with jr. students.

e Valley View, Olinda or Coronado. Space available.

¢ No school close!

¢ No school closed.

¢ DPlease don’f ¢losg Hishland.




West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
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Coronado: build our numbers. Don’t move us.

Close consolidate & other underenrolled schools.

I don’t believe in K-8 schools.

They suck!

Wilson: because the kids from Adams are not even older to be with a high school

there “kids” and for that they should be with Wilson.

I e Imﬂ gﬁwr; i nriicreliirleooes Todllsane~ogor glyild feppe the

district if needed. K-8 elementary school needed!!
None of the above.

I want to save scenario IL

Children should not pay for the mistakes of bad administrators.

I don’t know how to drive. The children should not pay for the errors of the bad
administrators.

il g miey e vl et e demn TV e it

Under enrolled elementary schools.
Under enrolled schools.
Because our children every each one need education. I do not want to see our
childrens with guns on streets.
e No school should be closed. Sell other properties.
¢ Because all schools are the future of our kids.
1 BRI T =g |




West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closurs commitfee

Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009

e Highland: because I don’t want our childrens in sireets. I want education
PLEASE!

° leg@_ it a verv good school. Tt has hieh nerformance and score and the building

is very clean and is in good condition.
¢ Education for kids. Education PLEASE.
e Crespi middle school is not good for API for years and not convenient to comutte.
o Olinda: ample of space keep high API. | do not want to send my kid to Crespi
because it’s too far away & no bus access for my child. Crespi’s API is low.
. Blg lot, easy to access due to 2 entrances to school, high performance.
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choice for K-8 — too heavily skewed to middle schoolers, aging building &
expensive to retort it. Plus its administrators don’t support it.

o Given the prior planning process, VV could accommodate this shift. The campus
can adapt, teachers, parents, and administrators are incredibly resourceful. This
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
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Other Comments on School Closures
¢ T have been in thig district since “1952” 1 sentalljov children 4. orand children 4.

¢  With more development we need our school. Olinda
e N i m— ek el A o e————————————————————————
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
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child is transferred to a lower scoring school, there will be no reason for us to
stay.

o Crespi has been falling apart since I attended the campus, and the graffiti was also
there at that time!

e  Why would you close high performing schools. The bathroom at Crespi have
been Nasty for 20 years.

e Sell Seaview and Alvarado.

o Sell Seaview and Alvarado and possibly Serra. Do not close high performing
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e I am already looking into other options. All of the parents I know are looking into
other options at the middle school level. If my children’s school Valley View is
closed, I will look at transferring out of the district immediately. Jim Cowens
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure committee
Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009
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School Closure commitiee
Crespi Meeting — January 14, 2009
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West Contra Costa Unified School District

School Closure Committee
Scenario T Fvalnation Comments

January 8 to January 20

e e e . 1 4 ANNHN




West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Helms Meeting — January 14, 2009

o o _Schoolclasure is nnt an onfion — there arg ¢reative & jnpovative wavs | am sure

to avert the scenarios above, Business & commercial building one-time fees,
federal grants (bail out money application?)

¢ Use economic criteria not politics.

¢  Weare losing 7-12 gr. students, especially in the El Cerrito, Kensington area —
make K-8 — parents want & mavbe we could increase enrollment in secondarv

grades,
¢ (Castro absorbs Portola as K-8
¢ None of these — no K-8
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¢ None
¢ Find other way and possibilities.
¢ All schools should be kept open. Closing schools would brmg tension into our
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Helms Meeting — January 14, 2009

o Adversity has stimulated new ideas & generosities that make obsolete the
county’s demands of august. The world has changes & a better future is coming,.

¢ No school closure.

¢ Da.not close hieh verforming schools..

e 1do not accept any school closures.

e No schools should be closed.

e None of these possibilities because all we are going to do is divide the students
and create more nrobiems.

_

¢ More time is needed to come up with such a big decision.
o Close JFK.
e Lreallydon’t want to close down anv schools.

Portola, El Sobrante: under enrolled

No closing to any to the WCCUSD schools.

Not in favor until other last resort of alternatives.
Keep all the schools open.
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o Kennedy: too dangetous for students. Coronado: high API. Portola: seismic
issues. Crespi: bad rep.
e No school closure.

Explanations on K-8
o NoK-8




West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Helms Meeting — January 14, 2009

¢ No closure.
e Not Crespi.
s Any.

Other Comments on School Closures
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same old Chevron — be creative banks = economics, bio rad = science, cardealers
= autoshop, etc.

e Make maintaining quality education a priority. It is what keeps families &
funding in WCCUSD. It may even offer better alternative & attract families from
worse school districts like Oakland.

e Prefer to allow more time to collect funds from corporate/business to have no

e Prefer to give more time to collect funds and have NO SCHOOL CLOSURES.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
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Jannarv 8 to Januarv 20

i

Kennedy Meeting — January 15, 2009
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o K-8 get rid of Adams and Portola apgd nlace them at an Elementarv school there &.

o Kennedy, Coronado = keep open.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Kennedy Meeting — January 15, 2009
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» HichJand, seems t0 havg enoyeh snace and a eoad environment around the
school. Safety is a big concern in any scenario.

» Consider under enrolled schools K-8 options should be based on if the parents are
in favor, logistics-does it work with capacity community from students.

¢ Coronado as a K-6
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
Schoo! Closure Committee
Kennedy Meeting — January 15, 2009

e Why give away $1 million/yr of QEIA money when were already broke!!??
Garepado has incredible sunnort in their communitv & fantastic APT scores.

Don’t close them!

!

. chnario I or II is not an ontion, Please look on another scenario. Why alwavs

pick on little people? Why not not increasing taxes to rich people to balance the
budget? What happen to the lottery money?

e No school closure of any. Instead should emphasize on high education STD — on
all WCCUSD schools — they will be one day running all the American
corporations.

¢ This is the closest school to my house and my student has to walk home because I
don’t drive.

e My 2 daughters are attending this school. One is going to graduate and the other
has one year to go and it is closes to my house and they both have to walk home.
Close El Sobrante.

Neither. Keep schools with high academic performance and i 1n016asmg enrollment
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Kennedy Meeting — January 15, 2009

e Teachers are great, save the staff! They been working so hard to achieve their
good grades, now they got it, do they deserve to be closed?
e Close Alvarado, Scaview, Vista Hills other sites that are no longer used as
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not where they should be with their API scores.
o [ reallv hane that none of the families will not send their children to school ‘cause
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Kennedy Meeting — January 15, 2009

e Hardships on families in the lower income commumtles will be greater than those
Tk B B B S . N

.

fam i s—]ics start over.
e  Would save $. Would encourage sense of community leading to JFK.
e None. Keep all open.
¢ Make Coronado K-6
e Unacceptable. Closing any high school should not be an option.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
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Kennedy Meeting — January 15, 2009

¢ Please consider the closure of schools there is no reason for us to be talking why
our school needs to be close I rather be in a meeting from 6-9 how to leave more
school open for our childrens.
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part of the district. If you close Portola many families will leave the district for
private schools.

o Closing high schools make the lease sense. Busing & Safety concerns make this a
bad option. Keep all high schools open.

e Families will leave the district if Portola closes!! Some have already started to
process the leave!!
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Kennedy Meeting — January 15, 2009

¢ Please don’t close Kennedy or the other school we don’t got the right to close all
seqols L.elg_kﬁep_l(mne;iy school onens and all the other schools.

money for {ransportation.




West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
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January 8 to January 20

Portola Meeting — January 20, 2009
Appointed Members
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Portola Meeting — January 20, 2009

e Given the criteria for K-8 given by the District, I do not believe that K-8
confisyration megts the needs of the middle school students.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
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EC support during the interim of having Portola rebuilt.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
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Portola Meeting — January 20, 2009

e Castro: keep inclusionary program but move to Fairmont, Portola: save our
- - - ,'J 1

11

111 1 1

High performance school should not be closed. Full inclusion.
Not enough knowledge of these schools to comment.
Geography — there should continue to be a middle school in the south section of
the district.

e High performing schools should not close Portola should not be rebuilt — a build
Adams.

s Mix afew
High API. Parent participation. Inclusion — full — other schools do not have same
program. Visit & see.

o Please consolidate some district functions with Kennedy & keep Kennedy open
one high school.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Portola Meeting — Januarv 20. 20(19

¢ The school board should reconsider the bolder Parachute Program both previous
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Ms. Phiffer.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Portola Meeting — January 20, 2009

* [ would prefer to close no school & cansolidate the adult school & continuation |

¢ (oing to another school district is more convenient for our family then going to
Adams.

¢ Make Coronado K-6
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to gritetja & thenclose however manv are needed to meet the budeet needs?
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Castro site. El Cerrito needs a middie school option — band, drama, shop classes,
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e None.
o None K-8 increases school segreeation & inequalitv.




West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Portola Meeting — January 20, 2009

¢ None of the following

e Depends on size of school. Generally I’'m opposed for developmental reasons
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West Contra Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Portola Meeting — January 20, 2009

¢ Make Coronado K-6!
e Coronado: would be favorable to that neighborhood.

. MQIMH&Q' art. shorts. GATE Kids.

Not enough information.

None.

K-8’s could be option in communities where a middle school had to close.
Middle schoolers need a middle school!! Extra programs & electives labs etc
cannot exist at a K-e effectively.

e Make K-6, like Madera, etc. close Adams, slightly increase Portola @ Castro
e  We don’t have middle school in this area El Cerrito and Richmond Annex.

e None.
]

®

I am not in favor of K-8
None.
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School Closure Committee
Poriola Meeting — January 20, 2009

does not exist anywhere else in the district. You are forcing parent to sue school
district for NPS, which costs the district a lot of money.

o If you’ve already made up your mind, why go through this process?
o 1 think thig nroress is «illv
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scenarios will be adopted (or something similar). Parents will feel patronized &
ignored. We need to harness this parent activism & translate it to positive action
for the schools.
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Scheool Closure Commitiee
Portola Meeting — Japuarv 20. 2009

spending per pupil will never produce the results we want!

¢ [ have come support Portola moving to Castro because if Portola didn’t move it
would be because it had to close. And Portola closing is unfair to El Cerrito. make
the right decision. Keep Portola alive.

¢ Disregard Mark Woo’s scenario. It will increase racial segregation and increase
economic segregation. Also spending money to make Kensington K8 is making
the richest school in district rich and more elitist.

¢ Favor re-build Portola Middle School at Castro site. This process has been
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West Conira Costa Unified School District
School Closure Committee
Portola Meeting — January 20, 2009

give El Sobrante. New “middle school” at De Anza & parents will stay in the

district for high school.
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Pottola’s teachers, programs and students are kept as the same community and
. b]ﬁ%ed_wiﬂl some of the Adams communitv T would feel fine with closing
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they need to learn to go to general classrooms, juggle the demands of multiple
teachers and learn to be safe in the much larger environment of high school.

¢ If Portola closes and the students are moved to Adams I will leave the district and
I know manv other parents who feel the same wav. Adams is more seismicallv

unstable than Portola, so how can you even consider moving kids there? Portola
already has pprfables.on the lower level that can be used while Porfola is being
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Thanks for listening,
Sgenario 1 ig less inegypitable and will disrunt fewer schools & communities.

¢ From a community perspective, it is important for the city of El Cerrito to have a
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e Rebuild Portola ASAP!!
¢ Rebuild Portola.



