
 

We st Contra Costa Unif ie d Scho o l Distric t  
M inut e s of the Board of Educa t io n M eet ing  
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3400 Macdo na ld Avenue  

Rich mo nd, CA  94805  
 

May 20, 2015  
 
 

A.  CLOSED SESSION 
  

Public Comme nt  Reg a r ding Closed Sessio n Ite ms :   
 Sandi Brown 
 
B . OPENING PROCEDURES  
 President Groves called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.  The Board recessed into Closed Session.  President Groves 

called the Public Session to order at 6:30 P.M.   
 
B.1  Pledg e of Alleg ia nc e  
 President Groves led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
B. 2 
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MOTION:  Ms. Kronenbe r g mo v e d to ra t if y act io n ta ke n in Closed Sess io n to appr o v e the expuls io n of Cases 
1– 3 for 2015- 16.  Ms. Cuevas  seco nde d.  Ms. Block, M s. Cueva s, M r. Enos, Ms. Kronenbe r g and Pre side nt 
Groves vo t e d yes , wit h no abst e nt io ns and no abse nc e s.  Motio n ca rr ie d 5 -0-0-0. 

 
B .6 Agenda Rev ie w and Adopt ion 
 President Groves recommended Items D.1 – D.3 be moved up after Item B.7. 
 
 P ublic Comme nt:   
 None 
 
 Board Comment:  
 None 
 

MOTION:  Mr . Enos mo v e d appr o v a l of the ag enda including mo v ing Ite ms D .1 - D.3 after Ite m B.7.   Ms. 
Cueva s  seco nde d.  Ms. Block, M s. Cueva s, M r. Enos, Ms. Kronenbe r g , Student Repr e se nt a t iv e s Darrell and 
Darn ell Wa t e r s  (adv iso r y vot e s  only), and Preside nt Groves  vo t e d yes , wit h no abst e nt io ns and no abse nc e s.  
Motio n ca rr ie d 5 -0-0-0. 

 
B.7  Minut e s:   May 6, 2015 
  
 P ublic Comme nt:   

None 
 
Board Comment:  

 Ms. Block requested the Minutes reflect exact verbiage on her motion for Item B.7 which she provided in writing 
stating “that we would hire an independent attorney who hasn’t worked with the district before to identify three or 
four forensic auditors who will then present their plan for the investigation to the Board. The Board will choose from 
that group an auditor that they feel best matches the investigation we want to do and then we will hire them to do the 
investigation.” 

 
MOTION:  M s . Cueva s  mo v e d appr o v a l of the M inut e s of M ay 6,  2015 with the co rr ec t io n of item B.7 to 
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D.2  Ivy League Summer Progra ms: Student s fro m El Cerrito High School, Pinole Va lley High  

School, Hercules High School, De Anza High School, John F. Kennedy High School, Richmond High School and 
Middle College High School will partic ipate in college rea diness progra ms offere d at respect ive Ivy League 
Univer sities  

 Mr. Vincent Rhea provided a brief history of the program and thanked sponsors and contributors for their continued 
support and dedication to the program and students.  He extended special thanks to Mr. Don Gosney and Mr. Charles 
Ramsey.  He honored this year’s chaperones who introduced the students they will accompany.  The thirty-three 
students include: 

 
  COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY BROWN UNIVERSITY –  II  
Izabel Rodriguez Kennedy High Mahi Taban De Anza High 
Alyanna Paulino Kennedy High Cindy Reyes De Anza High 
Mark Bordas De Anza High Diana Ramirez Richmond High 
Deborah Kyong El Cerrito High Erin Cain El Cerrito High 
Saba Haile Middle College High

 

El Cerrito High  

  
Richmond High 
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 Board Comment : 
Ms. Cuevas questioned their perspective as parent leaders regarding the committee’s input for the District’s budget.  
Ms. Resendiz spoke about the committee coming together as a new group and developing understanding of the 
process.  Ms. Sequira said that there was more parent involvement where the members spoke openly and worked 
toward student success.   
 
Ms. Block asked 
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C.6 Approve the follow ing New Job Description:  Director, Contracts Administratio n 
C.7 Reasona ble Acco mmo datio n - Revise d Board Policy 4032 –  Personnel  
C.8 Approval Greenwood Academy Calendar for 2015- 16 Only 
C.9 Ratification and Approval of Engineer ing Service s Contra cts  
C.10 Ratif ic a t io n of Negotia t e d Chan g e Orde r s  
C.11 Hanna Ranch Ele mentary School Energy Manage ment Controls Replace me nt Project Award of Contract  
C.12 Ratification of Appoint ment s to Governa nce Subco mmitte e  
C.13 Appoint ment to the Citizens Bond Oversight Committee
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  Safet y and Scho o l Clima t e Commit t e e.   
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F. 4 Harmo n Knolls, 2853 Groom Drive, Rich mond, CA  
 Superintendent Harter spoke about the Board’s action at the last meeting not to award the demolition bid at the Harmon 

Knolls site.  He spoke of a technicality and a required rejection of all bids.  He said further that staff recommended 
including the Harmon Knolls Center as part of master plan process.   

  
 Public Comme nt:  
 Weiler Jones, Terrence Boyd, Otis Rounds 
 

Board Comment:  
Ms. Cuevas reiterated her position from the last meeting regarding road blocks, including zoning and disapproval 
from the surrounding community.  She spoke about staff assessing input from all stake holders.  She supported 
moving this property to the master planning process. 
 
Ms. Block spoke about standing behind a commitment to the community to demolish the site.  She spoke in support of 
the demolition. 
 
Ms. Kronenberg agreed with Ms. Cuevas to follow staff’s recommendation to add the property to the master plan 
process and allow opportunity for review and consideration.   
 
Superintendent Harter shared that it was anticipated that the Facilities Master Plan review will take approximately ten 
months’ time. 
 
President Groves expressed concern about joint use of the site. 
 
Superintendent clarified the recommendation for the master plan in order to have experts review the site and proposals 
rather than work from opinions. 
 

 MOTION:  Ms. Kronenbe r g mo v e d appr o v a l of rej e c t ing all bids fo r Harmo n Knolls, 2853 Groom Drive, 
Rich mond, CA and including the pro perty in the upco ming Facilitie s Master Plan proc ess .  Ms. Cueva s seco nde d.  
A roll ca ll vo t e wa s ta ke n w it h M s. Block, M s. Cueva s, M r. Enos, Ms. Kronenbe r g, and Preside nt Groves 
vo t ing  yes, wit h no abst e nt ions and no abse nc e s.  Mot io n ca rr ie d 5 -0-0-0. 

 
G. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 
 Dr. Linda Delgado introduced the Summit charter school representatives who presenting information about their 

proposed school for 2016-17 with 7 – 
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 Ms. Kronenberg questioned what a partnership with the District might look like and where the partnership in other 
areas has been exemplary. Mr. Arambula spoke about the original intention of charter to be a lab of innovation.  He 
said they have been able to create that atmosphere to some degree due to the flexibility not offered by traditional 
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