
 

West Contra Costa Unified School District 

Minutes of the Board of Education Meeting 

Lovonya DeJean Middle School 

3400 Macdonald Avenue 

Richmond, CA  94805 

 

February 16, 2011 

 

 

A. CLOSED SESSION 

 

B. OPENING PROCEDURES 
 President Charles Ramsey called the meeting to order at 5:45 PM.  The Board recessed into Closed Session.   

President Ramsey called the Public Session to order at 6:32 PM. 

 

B.1 Pledge of Allegiance 

 President Ramsey led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

B.2 Welcome and Meeting Procedures 
 President Ramsey offered welcome to the public regarding the meeting.   

 

B.3 Roll Call 
 

Board Members Present:  Madeline Kronenberg, Antonio Medrano, Elaine Merriweather, Charles Ramsey, Tony 

Thurmond  

 

Staff Present: Sherri Bell, Coordinator; Steve Collins, SELPA Director; Rosa Cornejo, Staff Secretary; Cheryl 

Cotton, Madera Elementary Principal; Jose DeLeon, Helms Principal; Otilia Espinosa, Interpreter; Bob Evans, 

DeAnza Principal; Bill Fay, Associate Superintendent Operations; Luis Freese, Executive Director Maintenance and 

Operations; Sheri Gamba, Associate Superintendent for Business Services; Wendell Greer, Associate Superintendent 

K-
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 Public Comment: 

 None 

 

 Board Comment: 

 Mr. Ramsey said he was not interested in modified class sizes.   

 Mr. Thurmond said he would like to see all the scenarios at the February 23
rd

 meeting.   

 Ms. Merriweather said she would like to see real numbers for decision-making.  

 Ms. Kronenberg said she would like to see what the worst-case scenarios might look like. 

 Mr. Medrano agreed with Board members, saying he felt that the budget should be built on the worst case scenario. 

 

D.4 Standing Reports 

 This item was moved to follow B.7 

  

D.5 In Memory of Members of the School Community 

 Superintendent Harter recognized contributions of members of the community who have passed away. 

 

 Public Comment: 

 None 

 

 Board Comment: 
 None 

 

E.  PUBLIC AND COMMITTEE COMMUNICATIONS  

(Education Code 35145.5; Government Code 54950 et seq.) 

 

E.1 Superintendent’s Report 

Superintendent Harter provided a report of activities in the District. 

 

E.2 WCCUSD Public Comment 

 

 Public Comment:   
 Alvin Herring, Diane Brown, Bea Lieberman 

 

F. ACTION ITEMS 

  

F.1 Public Hearing - Quality Education Investment Act Waiver Request 

Ms. Rashidchi introduced Ms. Sonja Neely-Johnson, Coordinator Ed Services, who gave a brief summary of the Quality 

Education Investment Act Waiver request.  She introduced staff from Helms, DeAnza and Kennedy.   

 

President Ramsey opened the public hearing. 

 

 Public Comment: 
 None 

 

 President Ramsey closed the public hearing. 

 

 Board Comment: 

 None 

 

F.2 
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 MOTION:  Mr. Thurmond moved approval of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) waiver request.  

Mr. Medrano seconded.  Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. Medrano, Ms. Merriweather, Mr. Thurmond, Student 

Representative Lourdes Muniz (advisory vote only) and President Ramsey voted yes with no abstentions and 

no absences.  Motion carried 5-0-0-0. 
 

F.3 Special Meeting / Modification of Board Calendar 

   
 Public Comment: 
 None 

 

 Board Comment: 

 Mr. Ramsey proposed to meet on February 23 and to move the March 16 meeting to March 9.  Mr. Medrano agreed. 

 Ms. Merriweather said she felt that the February 23
rd

 meeting was needed to provide additional information but that 

she could not attend a March 9
 
meeting. 

 Mr. Thurmond agreed with the value of the meeting but would like to discuss the format.  He suggested that the 

public, PTA members, employees and subcommittees be invited with a modified format.  

 Ms. Kronenberg supported moving the March 16
th

 meeting to March 9
th

. 

 Mr. Thurmond said he would prefer to have one conversation when all Board members are present.  

 

 MOTION:  Mr. Thurmond moved to hold a special meeting on February 23, 2011 but keep the regularly 

scheduled meeting on March 16.  Mr. Kronenberg seconded.  Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. Medrano, Ms. 

Merriweather, Mr. Thurmond, Student Representative Lourdes Muniz (advisory vote only) and President 

Ramsey voted yes with no abstentions and no absences.  Motion carried 5-0-0-0. 
 

G. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

G.1 
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Mr. Ramsey requested that the Academic Subcommittee review the BELL 


