
 

West Contra Costa Unified School District 
Minutes of the Board of Education Meeting 

Lovonya DeJean Middle School 
3400 Macdonald Avenue 

Richmond, CA  94805 
 

November 4, 2009 
 
A. CLOSED SESSION 
 
B. OPENING PROCEDURES 
 Presid e nt Aud r e y Mile s calle d the meet i n g to ord e r at 5:00 PM.  The Bo ar d rece sse d into Closed Sessio n.  Presid e nt 

Mile s calle d the P ub lic Se ssio n to ord e r at 6:45 PM.  
 
B.1 Pledge of Allegiance 
 P r e sid e nt Mile s led tho se i n at te nd a nc e i n the pled ge o f alle g ia nc e.  
 
B.2 Welcome and Meeting Procedures 
 Presid e nt Mile s offe r e d welc o me and i nstr uc tio n s to the pub lic rega r d ing t he meeti ng.  
 
B.3 Roll Call 
 

Board Members Present:  Mad eline Kro ne nb e r g, Anto n io Med r a no, Aud r e y M ile s, Charles Ra mse y, T ony 
T hur mo nd  
 
Staff Present:  M ic ha e l Aar o nia n, Coordin ato r Ed. Servic e s Mult ip a th wa ys; And r é  Bell, Sr. Dir e c to r Bo nd Fina nc e; 
Mar tin Coyne, Direc to r Acco u nti ng/Aud it s; Bill Fa y, Asso c i a te Sup e r inte nd e n t fo r Op er a tio ns; Lui s Free se, Executi ve 
Dir e c to r Mainte na nc e and Op er a tio ns; Sher i Ga mb a, Asso c i a te Sup e r int e nd e n t fo r Busi ne ss Ser v ic e s; Rho nd a Hane y, 
Coordinato r Yo uth De ve lo p me nt P ro gr a ms; Wend e ll Gree r,  Asso c ia te S up e r inte nd e nt K -
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 Public Comment:   
 Ro b e r t Bro we r req ue ste d  tha t F.3 , Ratific a t io n of Lo ca l One Contract, be  resc he d ule d to th e next meeti n g  due to 

revisio n s  of i n fo r ma tio n a nd allo wi n g fo r pub lic revie w.  He  also  su gge ste d an ad d itio na l a gend a ite m i n  sup p o r t of 
R ich mo nd H ig h S c ho o l  victi m  of vio le nc e.  

  
Motion:  Mr. Ramsey moved to approve the agenda as requested with the tabling of item F.3 until the 
November 18 meeting.  Ms. Kronenberg seconded.  Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. Medrano, Mr. Ramsey, Mr. 
Thurmond, Student Representative Yaquelin Valencia (advisory vote only), and President Miles voted yes with 
no abstentions and no absences.  Motion carried 5-0-0-0. 

 
B.7 Minutes:  O c to b e r 21, 2009  
 

Motion:  Mr. Ramsey moved to approve the minutes of October 21, 2009.  Ms. Kronenberg seconded.   
Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. Medrano, Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Thurmond, Student Representative Yaquelin Valencia 
(advisory vote only), and President Miles voted yes with no abstentions and no absences.  Motion carried  
5-0-0-0. 

 
C. 
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 Ms. Kro ne nb e r g as ke d Ms. Jame s ab o ut ser vic e s her orga ni z a tio n  pro vid e s .  Ms. Jame s s p o ke ab o ut wo r k in g wit h 
yo u ng me n and wo me n, cur r ic ulu m , and a co mmi t me nt of  re so ur c e s to yo u n g me n a nd wo me n .   

 Mr. Med r a no said he hear d simila r resp o nse s at var io u s co m mu nit y ga the r i n gs over t he past week a nd he a gr e e d  tha t 
the distr ic t need s  th is kind of r eso ur c e fo r yo u n g peo p le . 

 Mr. Ra mse y also a gr e e d.  
 Ms. Vale nc ia reco mme nd e d  exp a nd in g ser vic e s  to mid d le and ele me nta r y scho o l st ud e nt s.  
 Ms. Mile s i nv ite d Ms. Ja me s t o atte nd the ne xt  acad e mic su b c o mmitte e meeti n g on No v e mb e r  24 to disc us s po te ntia l 

pro gr a ms and fu nd in g so ur c e s.  She also disc u sse d i nclud i n g teac he r s as par t of the pro c e ss to dete r mi ne cur r ic ulu m . 
  
 MOTION:  Mr. Thur mond moved approval of Item 1.  Ms. Kronenberg seconded.  Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. 

Medrano, Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Thurmond, Student Representative Yaquelin Valencia (advisory vote only), and 
President Miles voted yes with no abstentions and no absences.  Motion carried 5-0-0-0. 

 
8. Refer to the Facilities Subcommittee the consideration of providing additional lighting at school campuses.  
9. Invite the City Council members from the five cities in West Contra Costa, along with representatives from 

the County and Legislature, to meet to discuss safety enhancement efforts throughout West County.   
 
 Mr. Ra mse y su gge ste d that B o ar d me mb e r s wer e i n agr e e m e nt wit h ite ms 8 and 9.  
 

MOTION:  Mr. Thurmond moved approval of Items 8 and 9.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. 
Medrano, Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Thurmond, Student Representative Yaquelin Valencia (advisory vote only), and 
President Miles voted yes with no abstentions and no absences.  Motion carried 5-0-0-0. 

 
 Presid e nt Mile s s et t he date fo r a co mmu nit y ro u nd tab le on Satur d a y , Nov e mb e r  14, in ref e r e nc e to incr e a si ng 

co lla b o r a tio n to cur b  vio le nc e in West County.   
 

3.  Enlist local legislators in an effort to accelerate the approval process at the Division of State Architect so 
that the planned fencing of Richmond High School can proceed as quickly as possible.   

 
 Mr. Myr ic k, rep r e se nta ti ve of Asse mb l y Me mb e r Nanc y S ki nne r , spo ke ab o ut pro a c tive e ffo r ts to ap p r o a c h the 

Divi sio n of State Archi te c ts i n ord e r to mo ve fo r wa r d the planne d fenc i n g fo r Ric h mo nd Hi gh .   
 

7. Refer to the Academic Subcommittee a recommendation to develop and implement a district-wide K-12 
program to promote civility, respect and other character traits.  The Academic Subcommittee would create 
a process to include schools and community in determining the content and implementation in the schools 
with costs and timeline to be determined.  

 
 MOTION:  Mr. Ramsey moved approval of Items  3 and 7  Mr. Medrano seconded.  Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. 
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wit h i np ut fro m site ad mi nis tr a to r s and Safe t y Re so ur c e O ff ic e r s fro m t he Ric h mo nd P o lic e Dep a r tme nt.  Max ut 
Engi ne e r i ng has pro vid e d co mp le te d plans and sp ec if ic a tio n s whic h incl ud e full i nte r io r an d exte r io r co v e r a ge.  In 
ad d itio n, the web -base d syste m co mp o ne nts wi ll allo w fo r re mo te acce ss a nd eve nt mo nit o r ing b y t he Dis tr ic t and 
Rich mo nd P o lic e.   
 
The District conducted a public bid process for this project.  Bids were opened on November 3, 2009.  Five 
Contractors submitted bids.  They are as follows:  Stanley Security $828,500; Electronic Innovations $720,360; Aeko 
Consulting $433,956; AT&T $424,720; and, Walsh Electronic Systems $338,988.  Walsh Electronic Systems is the 
lowest apparent responsive, responsible bidder. 
 
T his item is being prese nted prior to the expira tio n of the five working day Bid Protest per iod.  In co nsideratio n of this 
timing, and in order to expedite the project, the Board’s action will be to authorize staff to issue the Notice of Award 
effec tive at the end of the Bid Protest period to the lo west responsive, respo nsible bidder.  This award by staff will then 
be brought back for ratifica tio n at a future meeting.  
 
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to issue Notice of Awar d upon succe ssful co m ple tio n of the Bid Protest period, to 
the lo we st responsive, responsible bidder .  
 
Fiscal Impact: T otal for this actio n: $338,988.   Funded by the Measure J Bond.  

 
 Public Comment:  
 Rob er t Bro we r  
 
 Board Comment: 
 Mr. Thur mo nd aske d fo r clar if ic a tio n of t he ti me line  o f in sta lla tio n of ca me r a s wh en t he co ntr a c t is a war d e d.  
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Ivy Leag ue Connectio n –  Mr. Ra mse y sp o ke ab o ut P rinc e to n in fo r ma t io n nig ht , a din ne r wit h Va nd e r b ilt Uni v e r sit y 
rep r e se nta tive s and a po te ntia l wee ke nd par tne r s hip.  He rep o r te d  on Fis k U nive r sit y , and Meh a r r y  Med ic a l S c ho o l.  
Ms. Kro ne nb e r g sp o ke ab o ut a P ino le V alle y H i gh S c ho o l  stud e nt atte nd i ng a Wo me n  in L ead e r sh ip pro gr a m at 
Bro wn  U nive r sit y . M s. Kro ne nb e r g said she is al so wo r k in g wit h Ke nne d y Hi gh ’s  princ ip a l to  seek st ud e nt 
par tic ip a tio n  in the I v y Lea gu e pro gr a m.  
 
Youth Commissio n –  Mr. T hu r mo nd  an no u nc e d the next me etin g will be held No v e mb e r  16, 6:00 PM at RYSE 
Center  in Ric h mo nd, i nvit in g stud e nts fro m othe r hig h s c ho o ls  to j o in  the meeti ng .  He re p o r te d that the 
Commissio ner s  are co nc e r ne d and are wo r ki ng o n wa ys to enga ge othe r st ud e n ts to raise a war e ne ss i n red uc i n g and 
preve nt i ng vio le nc e.  
 

E.  PUBLIC AND COMMITTEE COMMUNICATIONS  
(Educatio n Code 35145.5; Gover n me nt Code 54950 et seq.)  
 

E.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 Dr. Har te r pro vid e d a repo r t of eve nts i n Di str ic t sc ho o ls.  
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 Public Comment: 
 None  
 
 Board Comment: 

M r. T hur mo nd aske d ab o ut an y sub sta ntia l cha n ge s.  Ms. Ga mb a clar i fie d cha n ge s rega r d i ng t he par c e l tax 
hig hli g hte d in t he do cu me nt a s we ll as str ic ke n lan g ua ge.  
Ms. Kro ne nb e r g sp o ke of the i nsti tut io na l iz a tio n of t he co mmitte e b y pas sa ge o f the par c e l tax  and it s  over si gh t 
lang ua ge .   
Mr. Thur mo nd aske d fo r clar if ic a tio n of sp ec i fic area s of t he pro po se d char te r.  Ms. 
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J. THE NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING  
 Lo vo n ya DeJ e a n Mid d le Sc ho o l –  No ve mb e r 18, 2009  
 
K. ADJOURNMENT  
 P r e sid e nt Mile s ad j o ur ne d the meeti ng at 9:26 PM.  

 
Motion vote count order:  Yes-No-Abstain-Absent 
 
BH :dh  
 
 
 

AAM
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