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West Contra Coga Unified School District
Minutes of the Board of Education Meeting
Lovonya DeJean Middle School
3400 Macdonald Avenue
Richmond, CA 94805

August 19, 2009
CLOSED SESSION

OPENING PROCEDURES
President Audrey Miles called the meeting to order at BMIO The Board recessed into Closed Session. President
Miles called the Public Session to order at 6:43 PM.

Pledge of Allegiance
President Miles led those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance.

Welcome and Meeting Procedures
President Miles offered welcome and instimes to the public regarding the meeting.

Roll Call

Board Members Present: Madeline Kronenberg, Antonio Medrano, Audrey Miles, Charles Ramsey, Tony
Thurmond

Staff Present: Bill Benham, IT Operations Manager; Andre B&8Egnior Director Bond Finance; Pat Calvert,

Director Certificated Personnel; Steve Collins, SELPAe&or; Bill Fay, Associate Superintendent for Operations;

Luis Freese, Executive Director Maintenance and Opesgtieheri Gamba, Associate Superintendent for Business
Services; Wendell Greer, Associate Superintendent K-Adult; Bruce Harter, Superintendent; Debbie Haynie, Executive
Assistant to the Superintendent; Ken McDaniel, ElectrdBigservisor; Leticia Oregon, Interpreter; Nia Rashidchi,
Assistant Superintendent Educational Services; JasoraRejRrincipal El Cerrito High; Reginald Richardson,

Principal Nystrom Elementary, Jessica Romeo, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources; Bill Savidge,
Engineering Officer; Marin Trujillo, Coordinator CommunBngagement; Matt Wayne, Principal Dover Elementary

Report/Ratification of Closed Session
Superintendent Harter asked the Board to ratify the vote taken in Closed Session to expel six (6) students and suspenc
those expulsions for placement in the W@shtra Costa Unified School District.

Motion: Mr. Ramsey moved to ratify the vote taken in Closed Session to expel six (6) students, suspending
those expulsions for placement in the West Contra Costanified School District. Ms. Kronenberg seconded.
Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. Medrano, and Mr. Ramsey voted yes, President Miles abstained and Mr. Thurmond
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Motion: Mr. Medrano moved to ratify the vote taken in Closed Session to deny three (3) Classified Grievances.
Ms. Kronenberg seconded. Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. Medrano, Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Thurmond and President Miles
voted yes with no abstentions and no absences. Motion carried 5-0-0-0.

Agenda Review and Adoption

Public Comment:
None

MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved to approve the agendand include tabling of item C.12. Mr. Medrano
seconded. Ms. Kronenberg, Mr. Medrano, Mr. RamseyMr. Thurmond and President Miles voted yes with no
abstentions and no absences. Motion carried 5-0-0-0.

Minutes: July 27, 2009

Public Comment:
None

MOTION: Mr. Medrano moved to approve the minutes of July 29, 2009. Ms. Kronenberg seconded. Ms.



WCCUSD Board of Education Minutes
July 8, 2009 — Page 3

Ivy League Connection:Ms. Kronenberg provided information regarding students who attended the Ivy scholars
program at Yale University. Mr. Ramsegcognized staff and students at El Cerrito High and Pinole Valley High.
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Mr. Andre Bell provided information regarding the school construction bond program and submission of an
application to the Department of Education for the 2008lifped School Construction Bond Program which is part of
the America Recovery ariReinvention Act of 2009.

Public Comment: None
Board Comment:

Mr. Ramsey asked about a secondary plan if the applidatiwot selected in the lottery. Mr. Dave Olson of KNN
provided clarification. Mr. Bell responded regarding the selection of schools currently under construction or ready
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Public Comment:
Diane Egelston, Joanna Pace

Board Comment:

Mr. Ramsey recalled that the Board had previously rejected a staff proposal to expand the CEQA to a full EIR
(Environmental Impact Review) at the El Cerrito sikér. Fay responded that a mitigated negative declaration

process is part of CEQA process, not full EIR study. Dr. Harter said that this recommendation is based on a point
where the District is unable to move forward to achia mitigated negative declaration as the Board had not
authorized an Environmental Impact Review and the EiitGeommunity feeling that it is unfair to leave the

portable classrooms on the El Cergammpus. The District is at a stalemabint and cannot move the process

forward to relocate the Portola students into modular buildings and recommends rescinding that decision. Mr.
Ramsey continued to say that he supports waiting to receiveetiative declaration repdor the Board to consider.

Mr. Medrano said that due to circumstances, he is willing to change his opinion and rescind his original motion. He
said the safety of the students comes first.

Ms. Kronenberg said there is a need to wait to geDh&SSE seismic report onehcurrent Portola campus and
recommended tabling this item untiistreceived to make a decision.

Mr. Thurmond echoed Mr. Ramsey'’s concerns, sayingltieaBoard needs to consider specific options at the same

time an option to rescind is presented. He said he supportig with the city of El Cerrito to move forward with a

plan and work as partner in alternative locations. My.discussed the legal ramifications of moving forward and a
timeline for moving students. Further discussion ensued. Dr. Harter said that if the Board rescinded its February 11
decision, there were only two options left; leaving the students on the Portola campus or move to lower yard. The
thought around the timing was to begin to reject an option that was not going to work for the city of El Cerrito and
then move forward once the DAASSE study is received. Mr. Fay responded.

Mr. Ramsey said that staff is not giving rationale other than a potential lawsuit and that the Board must act in the best
interest of student safety.

President Miles suggested deferring action to another meeting.

Mr. Thurmond said he would like to see direction to staff for an expectation on providing the mitigated negative
declaration report.

Mr. Ramsey said that direction has been given to staff and needs to be fully flushed out. He suggests this item should
be tabled until the DAASSE study is received.

Mr. Savidge suggested that staff’diop alternatives with cost estireatand timeframes for comparisons.

Mr. Thurmond questioned Mr. Savidge regarding tinediand the process regarding the mitigated negative
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