Complete Board meeting packets are available for review at the Administration Building, the District’s six high schools,
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*Cl

C.8 Resolution No. 43-1011: African-American History Month - February 2011

Comment:

The State Board of Education has proclaimed February 2011 as African-American History Month. The
West Contra Costa Unified School District recognizes the contributions of African Americans and
encourages schools to develop special instructional activities and celebrations.

Recommendation:
Recommend Approval

Fiscal Impact:
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*Cl C.13 Ratification and Approval of Engineering Services Contracts

Comment:

Contracts have been initiated by staff using previously qualified consulting, engineering, architectural, or
landscape architectural firms to assist in completion of the referenced projects. Many of the firms are
already under contract and the staff-initiated work may be an extension of the firm’s existing contract with
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*Cl C.16 California School Board Association (CSBA) Appointment for Delegate Assembly

Comment:

According to the California School Board Association (CSBA) Bylaws and Standing Rules, the West
Contra Costa Unified School District is entitled to appoint one representative to CSBA’s Delegate
Assembly for a two-year term beginning April 1, 2011 through March 31, 2013. This position for the
District is currently held by Charles T. Ramsey whose appointed term will expire March 31, 2011.

Recommendation:
That the Board appoints Charles T. Ramsey to continue to serve as CSBA Delegate through March 2013.

Fiscal Impact:
None

*ClI
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University. The District pays the travel costs and also provides chaperones, for an estimated cost of
$60,000 for 2011. Private contributions fund the program costs at each school. The Ivy League
Connection promotes the college going culture in WCCUSD as participants in the program share their
experiences with elementary and middle school students throughout the year and participate with alumni
from the Ivy League schools.

Board members Madeline Kronenberg and Charles Ramsey have acted as th
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*

D.4  Standing Reports

Representatives of the following committees and employee unions are invited to provide a brief update
to the Board. Representatives from these groups need to sign up to speak prior to the beginning of this
item on the agenda by submitting a “Request to Address the Board” form. Five minutes may be allowed
for each subcommittee or group listed below:

Academic Subcommittee Public Employees Local 1

Bayside Parent Teacher Association School Supervisors Association

Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee United Teachers of Richmond

Community Budget Advisory Committee West Contra Costa Administrators Association

Facilities Subcommittee

Ivy League Connection

Linked Learning — Multiple Pathways

Safety Committee

Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee
Youth Commission

D.5 In Memory of Members of the School Community

Comment:
The District would like to take time to recognize the contributions of members of our school community
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Depending on the number of persons who wish to speak, from one to three minutes will be allocated to

each speaker at the discretion of the President of the Board in order to accommodate as many speakers

as possible. The Board cannot dialogue on any issues brought before it by the public that have not been
previously agendized, but may refer these to staff for response and/or placement on future agendas.

F. ACTION ITEMS

* F.1  Helms Middle School and DeAnza High School: Persistently Lowest-Achieving Schools and
the School Improvement Process

Comment:

Federal and state laws and guidance associated with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (AARA), the School Improvement Grant (SIG) program, and state statute require California to
identify the state’s persistently lowest-achieving schools and require the lowest 5% to implement one of
four school intervention models: turnaround, transformation, restart, and school closure.

In March 2010, the California Department of Education designated Helm’s Middle School and DeAnza
High School on its list of the 5% persistently lowest-achieving schools in the state of California.

There is SIG funding available for schools who implement one of the designated intervention models.
Each school is eligible to apply for $50,000 - $2 million.

Staff is recommending that the Turnaround model be implemented at both Helms Middle School and
DeAnza High School for the 2011-12 school year. SIG applications will be submitted to the California
Department of Education for Helms and DeAnza.

Staff will provide background information for the recommendation.

Recommendation:
Recommend Approval

Fiscal Impact:
District will apply for $2 million per year/per school for 3 years

* F.2  El Cerrito High School Fields Phase I Construction Award of Contract

Comment:
The next step in completing the full reconstruction of El Cerrito High School is to build the fields and
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WLC Architects has prepared plans and specifications for the project. The District conducted a public bid
process for the project. Bids were opened on January 11, 2011. Eleven contractors submitted bids. They
are included in the table provided.

The lowest responsive, responsible bidder with the base bid and alternate is Michael Paul Corporation, at
$3,749,000.

Recommendation:
Award contract to lowest responsive, responsible bidder with Base Bid and Alternate.

Fiscal Impact:
$3,749,000 . Funded by the Measure J Bond, under the EIl Cerrito HS Project budget.

* F.3  Shining Crescent Charter School Petition

Comment:

On November 18, 2010, the petitioner submitted to West Contra Costa Unified School District a petition
for a charter school known as Shining Crescent Charter School (“Charter School”). Pursuant to the
Charter Schools Act of 1992 (the “Act”), Education Code section 47600 et seq., the Legislature has
charged local school boards with the responsibility for reviewing and acting on petitions by charter
schools.

Staff has reviewed the charter petition (“Petition”) for the establishment (for five years) of the Shining
Crescent Charter School (“Charter School”). The Charter School is governed by a nonprofit public
benefit corporation, but the District would be responsible for oversight of the Charter School. As
presented in the Petition, the Charter School expects to serve approximately 302 students in grades K
through 8 in its first year of operation (2011-2012), increasing to 312 students in the second year of
operation (2012-2013) and 345 students at full implementation, in year five (2015-2016). (Petition,
Appendix N: Budget Assumptions.) Petitioners intend the Charter School to provide *“a rigorous
standards-based education” in a setting that will attract “children from Africa, the Middle East and South
Asia: India-Pakistan-Afghanistan-Bangladesh and surrounding areas.” (Petition, p. 13.) The Charter
School’s stated mission is “to contribute to building a diverse, virtuous and moral America by helping
children to understand their stewardship role in the world, embedding in them a sense of care,
responsibility, love, tolerance, and cooperation.” (Petition, p. 5.) Petitioners further identify a need to
“help students especially from South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, integrate into American society,
while retaining their identity.” (Petition, p. 5.)

Submission of a charter petition is governed by the requirements of Education Code section 47605 and
47607. Education Code section § 47605(b) requires the Board, within 30 days of receiving a petition, to
hold a public hearing to consider the level of support for the petition. The public hearing was held on
December 8, 2010. “After review of the petition and the public hearing, the governing board of the
school district shall either grant or deny the charter within 60 days of receipt of the petition, provided,
however, that the date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension.”
Education Code section 8 47605(b) A written agreement was made between Shining Crescent Charter
School and West Contra Costa Unified School District to defer the public hearing until January 19,
2011.
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Fiscal Impact:
None

G. DISCUSSION ITEMS

H. UNFINISHED REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD (continued from Item E)

15
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C. Unrepresented Employees
- Confidential and Management
6. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT
7. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION (Government Code Section 54957)
8. STUDENT DISCIPLINE (Education Code Section 35146)

a. Expulsions



